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HOW TO SEARCH THE CATALOGUE BY INSTRUMENTATION? 
 

STEP 1 

Go to our catalogus by clicking on the looking glass. 

 

 

STEP 2 

Select advanced search. 

 

 
STEP 3 

Enter the instrumentation in the search bar and search in ‘all indexes’. 
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HOW DO YOU ENTER THE INSTRUMENTATION IN THE SEARCH BAR? 
 

 

The instrumentation consists of three levels: NUMBER : GROUP < DETAIL > 

 

IMPORTANT! Use the correct abbreviations and order of the instruments (groups) as stated in the 

tables below. 

 

1. NUMBER: The number of performers: distinguish between the number of instruments and 

groups (orchestra or choir) 

Level 1 

→ 2 violins, 1 viola, 1 cello, 1 bassoon = 5 instrumenten                                      → notation: 5  

→ 1 viola, 1 harp, 1 stringorchestra = 2 instruments, 1 group                                → notation: 2+N 

→ 1 mixed choir for soprano, alto and bass, 1 organ = 1 instrument, 1 group       → notation: 1+N   

 

N stands for orchestra or choir, with multiple orchestras or choirs, you only use 1 N. No 

number needs to be added. 

 

2. GROUP: The instrument group with the number of instruments behind it 

Level 2  

ATTENTION! We use dutch spelling! 

 

→ 2 violins, 1 viola, 1 cello, 1 bassoon = 4 strings, 1 woodwind   → notation: str4 hout1 

→ 1 violin, 1 harp, 1 stringorchestra = 1 string, 1 plucked, 1 orchestra → notation: str1 tok1, orkest1 

→ 1 mixed choir for soprano, alto and bass, 1 organ = 1choir, 1 keyboard → notation: koor1 toets1 

 

3. DETAIL: the number of specific instruments or groups (orchestra or choir) 

Level 3 

→ 2 violins, 1 viola, 1 cello, 1 bassoon   → notatie: < vi2 av1 vc1 fa1 > 

→ 1 violin, 1 harp, 1 stringorchestra   → notatie: < vi1 ha1 strijk-1 > 

→ 1 mixed choir for soprano, alto and bass, 1 organ              → notatie:  < gemengd-SAB-1 org1 > 

For the choir notation, first indicate the type of choir, then the abbreviations for the different singing voices 

and finally the number of choirs or orchestras. 

 

When you enter the three levels, it will look like this, for example → 5 : str4 hout1 <vi2 av1 vc1 fa1> 

The instrumentation therefore consists of 2 violins, 1 viola, 1 cello and 1 bassoon. 

Hoe minder gegevens je ingeeft, hoe algemener het zoekresultaat zal zijn. Geef je bij bovenstaand 

voorbeeld enkel niveau 1 en 2 in (5 : str4 hout1) , dan worden ook resultaten getoond voor bijvoorbeeld 1 

viool, 1 cello, 1 contrabas en 1 klarinet. 
 

Example for guitar: 

 
Solo's  

1 guitar 1 : tok1 < gi1 > 

Duo's  

2 guitars 2 : tok2 < gi2 > 

1 guitar 1 flute 2 : hout1 tok1 < fl1 gi1 > 

1 guitar 1 baritone 1+N : V1 tok1 < Bar1 gi1 > 
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Trio's 

1 guitar 1 flute 1 clarinet 3 : hout2 toets1 < fl1 kl1 org1 > 

1 guitar 1 viola 1 flute 3 : str1 hout1 tok1 < av1 fl1 gi1 > 

4 Instrumenten  

1 guitar 1 violin 1 viola 1 cello 4 : str3 tok1 < vi1 av1 vc1 gi1 > 

harp met orkest  

1 guitar 1 chamberorchestra 1+N : 1 tok1 orkest1 < gi1 kamer-1 > 

 

Order of the instrument groups and their abbreviations 

Level 2 
 

V vocal (solo) 

koor choir 

str strings 

hout woodwinds 

kop brass 

perc percussion 

toets keyboardinstruments 

tok Plucked stringinstruments 

elek Electronic instruments 

beg Instrumental accompaniment 

varia varia 

orkest Orchestra, ensemble 

 

Level 3 

V 

C cantus, treble, discantus, superius 

S soprano, dessus 

Mz mezzo-soprano 

A alto, contra-alto, haute-contre 

Ct countertenor 

T tenor, taille, haut-taille 

Bar baritone 

B bass, basse taille 

Cf cantus firmus 

Qp quinta pars 

Sp sexta pars 

Stp septima pars 

Hs High voice 

Ms Middle range voice 

Ls low stem 

Zs Singing voice 

Spreekstem  
 

koor 

gemengd-SATB-1 Mixed choir 

gemengd-SATB-spreek-1 Talking choir 

mannen-TTBB-1 Male choir 

vrouwen-SSA-1 Female choir 

kinder-SAA-1 Children’s choir 
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meisjes-SSA-1 Girls’ choir 

knapen-SA-1 Boys’ choir 

Gelijk-Zs-1 Choir for all the same voices (equal) 

Unisono  

 

str 

vi violin 

av viola 

vc cello 

cb Double bass 

va viola d’amore 

bar baryton, basgamba 

g gamba, bassviol, division-viol 

g-b basgamba 

violine violine 
 

hout 

fl-pic piccolo 

fl flute 

ho oboe 

eh Alto oboe, english horn 

kl-b Bass clarinet 

kl-cb Contrabass clarinet 

fa bassoon 

fa-cb contrabassoon 

sax-a Alto saxophone 

sax-t Tenor saxophone 

sax-bar Baritone saxophone 

blfl recorder 

blfl-s Soprano recorder 

blfl-a Alto recorder 

blfl-t Tenor recorder 

oa oboe d’amore 

oc oboe da caccia 

bh Basset horn 

kh cremona 

Zink Cornett (zink) 

shakuhachi shakuhachi 

hichiriki hichiriki 

 

kop 

hn horn, hunting horn 

tpt-pic piccolo-trumpet 

tpt trumpet 

trbn trombone 

trbn-b Bass trombone 

tb tuba 

bu bugle, flügelhorn 
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cor cornet 

euph baryton, euphonium 

saxh saxhorn 

saxh-a Altsaxhorn 

saxh-b bassaxhorn 

 

perc 

timp timpani 

trom drums 

drum drums 

div divers percussion instruments 

mar marimba 

vib vibraphone 

xyl xylophone 

cim cymbalon 

glock chimebars 

tria triangle 

xylorimba xylorimba 

wadaiko wadaiko 

 

toets 

kv keyboardinstrument 

pf piano, pianoforte 

klc harpsichord 

klvd klavichord 

org organ 

harm harmonium 

cel celesta 

spinet spinet 

acc accordion 

bei carillon 

 

tok 

ha harp 

gi guitar 

man mandoline 

bj banjo 

luit lute 

luit-b Bass lute, theorbe, chitarrone 

vihuela vihuela 

 

elek 

egi Electronic guitar 

eorg Electronic organ 

om ondes martenot 

synth synthesizer 

tape tape 
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beg 

bc basso continuo  
 

varia 

bandoneon bandoneon 

doedelzak bagpipe 

draailier Hurdy-gurdy 

etno Etnical instruments 

dirigent conductor 
 

orkest 

kamer- Chamber orchestra 

symfonie- Symphonic orchestra 

strijk- String orchestra 

blaas- Windensemble 

harmonie- Concert band 

slagw- Percussion ensemble 

renais- renaissance-ensemble 

barok- Baroque ensemble 

jazz- jazzcombo 

volks- Folk ensemble 

salon- salonorchestra 

accordeon- Accordion ensemble 

klarinet- Clarinet ensemble 

tokkel- Plucked stringorchestra 

 

 

 

 


